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War, If Russia turned her back on France and England
and engaged in a contest for preponderance in Asia,
she would be obliged to renounce not only her historic
role in Europe but also all economic and moral in-
dependence vis-a-vis Germany, becoming, to all intents
and purposes, a vassal of the German Empire and bringing
disaster upon all Europe as well, for, when once free of
all danger on her eastern frontier, Germany would
only have to choose her hour for a decisive attack on
France and England, in order to realize her dream of
world-supremacy.

Such was the formidable dilemma that confronted
the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs and demanded
a prompt and irrevocable decision. It will be remem-
bered that this question had been thoroughly discussed
with M. Nelidoff, Count Benckendorff and M. Moura-
vieff during my visit to London and Paris, and we had
arrived at the unanimous conclusion that the foreign
policy of Russia must continue to rest upon the un-
changeable base of her alliance with France, but that
this alliance must itself be fortified and enlarged by
agreements with England and Japan. This was the
programme that I determined to submit to the Emperor
upon taking up my new duties, and I had already made
up my mind that I would not definitely undertake those
duties until I was assured of the Emperor's entire
conformity.
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